
Third Shift: 
Lessons in
Creativity from
Mother Writers



Virginia 
Woolf

1882- 1941



Tillie
Olsen

1912-2007

“Founded the
“Women’s Studies”
syllabus, abotu 45
publications 

4 children





Madeline
L’Engle

1918-2007

“A Wrinkle In Time”
Newbury Award winner
in 1962, and 59 other
published books. 

3 children



Alice
Neel

1900-1984

“”One of the most
important American
expressionists” 

4 children



The number of children born to women writers across the centuries. Karen Bourrier and John Brosz
https://slate.com/culture/2022/09/women-writers-motherhood-history.html



Each blue dot represents a woman author. The horizontal position shows the number of books; the vertical position indicates the number of
children that the author had. Only books published within the author’s life span were included in the count of books authored. Karen Bourrier

and John Brosz



What can we do?

Re-imagine the
stories we tell 
of artists
of mothers
of mother-artists



“…there is a heroic
aspect to the practice of
art; it is lonely, risky,
merciless work, and
every artist needs some
kind of moral support or
sense of solidarity and
validation.”
-Ursula K Le Guin,

 is so important for the imagination of
women writers, and why women writers
need community. 

 on why Jo March



Denise
Gasser

Contemporary

“Art After” exhibition
3 children







What can we do?

Support 
mother-artists










